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take arms; the nuns and other women assembled with knives in their hands, swearing that every enemy of their religion should perish by their hands. The army of San Salvador was in^he issue entirely defeated.
REPUBLICANS  AND  CENTRALISTS
The other provinces of Guatemala were in a like condition. In Nicaragua, the streets were barricaded, the chief centralist and his soldiers massacred, part of the city burned to the ground, and the two parties so exasperated against each other that, for three months, even an ambassador could not be sent from one to the other. The war continued with but little intermission for two years, at which time (1829) the troops of San Salvador, under General Morazan, again marched against Guatemala. After three days7 continual battle, the city was taken. A scene of stern retribution followed. The leaders of the centralists were exiled, the convents opened and sacked, monastic orders abolished, the nuns sent from the country, and the archbishop driven into exile.
In 1831, Morazan was elected president of the republic; and for eight years managed the public affairs with a degree of quiet long unknown to the country. But at the expiration of his second term, signs of faction began to reappear. Many of the banished centralists had maintained a correspondence with those at home, some even venturing to return. These attentively watched an opportunity to recover their lost ascendency. They found a leader in the notorious Carrera, a mulatto who from an obscure station had raised himself to the command of numerous parties who infested the highroads. This individual kept the country in a state of continual ferment, and, though often defeated, he still managea to rally round him the priests, Indians, and most of the centralists. The capital 'and other cities were several times taken, and shocking excesses committed on the opposite faction. Morazan was finally driven into exile, and with him f#ll the republican party.^
REPUBLIC DIVIDED INTO  CONSTITUENT  STATES
From that time on the "republic of Central America77 was only a geographical conception. Every one of the five states had its own independent government and all attempts to restore the union failed on account of inner discord, or were defeated by force of arms. The defeat of the allies by Carrera at Arada (February 2nd, 1851) was a severe blow to the federalists. All that could be attained after that were treaties between the single states for the preservation of peace and for the promotion of commerce. A political union with a joint congress in the style of the North American Union appeared to be an impossibility. There were as many separate governments and presidents as there were stages. Internal quarrels and party disputes, a supreme magistracy without authprity and mutual rivalries weakened political power. Thus it came about that William Walker, a North American adventurer of courage and enterprise, was able to make himself commander-in-chief in Nicaragua and maintained a dictatorial power for some years, until finally in an attack upon Honduras he was seized by the English and delivered up to the magistrates who had him shot in Truxillo. A political execution took place shortly afterwards in Costa Rica also, and the former president, Rafael Mora, who had attempted to regain his earlier position by force of arms, was captured and shot in San Jose. The war in Mexico had an influence upon Central America, where aristocratic, democratic, and clerical elements werents of San Salvador, who resolved to avenge the patriots of Guatemala. Accordingly, on the 6th of March, 1827, their army appeared before the gates of the capital, and threatened it with complete destruction. But religious fanaticism was too powerful to be easily intimidated. The priests ran, exhorting the people toy carried by storm, and theemallan, the place of wood, or of decayed wood), who were to offer on the part of Cortes "his friendship and his religion" to the chief of that province.2 importle and inviting weredredthey could no longer be restrained, and Pizarro was obliged to order the whole melted down, and divided among his followers. The captive monarch, having performed his part of the contract, now demanded to be set at liberty; but the perfidious Spanish leader had no such intention, his only object being to secure the plunder; and he even meditated taking the life of his credulousaez's men as served with reluctan after which he mustered five hundred and fifty foot-soldiers and forty hor men, and possessed a train of nine field-pieces. With this force, and 1 thousand Tlaxcalans and other friendly Indians, he set out once more for 1ission, which in strike the public chord as Webster's famous Hiilse-mann letter had done. His judicious exposition of the American theory of citizenship, and his declaration of the right of the United States to affordl address.]rsey; and in November, 1681, Jennings, acting as governor
